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PINK

Dr.	Jill	Fernie-Clarke	



The	 responses	 of	 young	 people	 to	 the	 colour	 pink	 that	 are

showcased	 here	 show	 the	 light,	 fun-filled	 resonances	 that	 the

colour	evokes.	Rooted	 in	conventions	and	 linked	to	our	notions

of	identity	and	gender	as	one	of	the	children	comments	‘Pink	is

feminine,	bright,	happy,	light	and	girly’.	This	show	celebrates	this

in	 a	 straightforward	 and	 quirky	 way.	 The	 quotations	 are	 filled

with	 nostalgia	 and	 memories.	 Mother’s,	 nans,	 nanas	 and

grandmothers	 are	 all	 linked	 with	 the	 colour.	 Pink	 clearly	 has

personal	meanings	but	these	are	all	centred	on	the	feminine.	

	 	Culturally	we	use	phrases	 like	 ‘in	 the	 pink’;	we	eat	 pink	 lady

apples;	 drink	 pink	 champagne	 and	 pink	 gin;	 wear	 baby	 pink

lipstick,	 nail	 varnish	 and	 breast	 cancer	 awareness	 ribbons;	we

refer	to	‘Barbie	pink’	and	‘the	pink	pound’.	All	of	which	tap	into	a

consensus	 of	 understanding	 around	 this	 colour	 which	 is

stereotypically	feminine.



Academic	 Veronika	 Koller	 has	 explored	 this	 in	 her	 article	 ‘Not

just	 a	 colour':	 pink	as	a	gender	 and	 sexuality	marker’	 in	which

she	refers	to:

“…	the	culture	shock	 I	experienced	when	I	moved	from	Austria

to	 the	UK	and	 found	myself	 faced	with	many	girls	 and	women

wearing	pink	 from	head	 to	 toe,	often	combining	 the	colour	with

frills	 and	 sequins	 in	 an	 almost	 theatrical	 display	 of	 femininity.

Although	the	cultural	connotation	of	pink	with	femininity	was	not

unfamiliar	to	me,	I	was	still	stunned	by	the	extent	to	which	it	was

used.”	

(Visual	Communication	Sage	Vol	7:	Issue	4.	2008).

Koller	 investigates	 the	 shared	 understanding	 we	 have	 around

the	 colour	 and	 that	 are	 so	 aptly	 captured	 in	 the	 quotations

included	in	this	exhibition.

A	 selection	 of	 the	 photographs	 in	 this	 collection	 echo	 Koller’s

observation	of	‘head	to	toe’.	‘Talking	Pink’	include	images	of	the

stereotypically	 feminine	 pink	 toes;	 clothing	 and	 hats;	 nail

varnish;	female	attire;	shoes	and	bags.	

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1470357208096209


	 Often	 humorously	 juxtaposed	 they	 gently	 point	 to	 the

incongruity	of	the	colours’	signifiers	which	are	reinforced	by	the

situation	the	colour	pink	is	placed,	or	found,	within.	This	is	most

evident	 in	 the	 image	 of	 the	 bearded	 pink	 garden	 gnome	 who

stands	between	a	rubber	duck	and	a	toy	diving	helmet.	

The	 oddness	 of	 the	 smiling	 pink	 gnome	 also	 hints	 at	 a	 darker

side	to	pinks’	connotations.	As	Annamari	Vänskä	points	out	in	‘I

am	Lenni’:	Boys,	sexualisation,	and	 the	dangerous	colour	pink’

liking	pink	can	be	troublesome	if	you	are	male	and	she	asks:

“…why	 it	 is	 a	 problem	 that	 a	 little	 boy	 likes	 pink	 and	wants	 to

wear	 a	 dress?	Why	 is	 liking	 ‘girly	 stuff’	 considered	 detrimental

for	boys?	What	is	at	stake	–	especially	when	the	history	of	men

and	 fashion	 indicates	 that	 skirts,	 dresses	 and	 pink	 were	 long

part	 of	 a	 masculine	 wardrobe?	 When	 did	 skirts,	 dresses	 and

pink	become	feminised	and	signs	of	deviant	sexuality?

(Sexualities	Sage.	Vol	22	issue	3	2019)	

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1363460717736720


This	relates	to	the	experience	related	by	one	of	the	girls	writing

who	had	a	similar,	but	reverse,	experience	and	reports	that:

“My	mother	told	me	that	when	I	was	a	baby	she	dressed	me	in

blue	but	everyone	called	me	a	 ‘he’	 so	 she	dressed	me	 in	pink

instead.	I	loved	pink	but	now	I	prefer	blue”

The	wearing	or	not	wearing	of	Pink	can	therefore	be	a	means	of

making	a	declaration	and	ultimately	 of	 embracing;	 questioning;

subverting	or	redirecting	the	consensus	of	understanding	around

what	it	means.	

The	 meaning	 or	 non-meaning	 of	 pink	 is	 played	 with	 in	 the

painting	‘Harmony	in	Pink’	by	Dan	Hays	who,	in	1997	became	a

John	 Moores	 Painting	 Prize	 Winner	 with	 an	 almost	 identical

creation	 ‘Harmony	 in	 Green’.	 The	 photograph	 of	 the	 screen

showing	 Hays	 with	 his	 pink	 version	 of	 the	 formulaic	 hamster

cage	painting,	with	subtitles	alluding	to	the	colour	which	here,	as

in	his	other	similar	paintings,	is	used	as	a	formal,	compositional

device.	



Strong	 verticals	 and	 horizontals	 are	 deployed	 in	 all	 of	 the

photographically.	In	these	photographs	the	colour	pink	is	locked

into	 in	 a	 grid,	 and	 as	 with	 Hays’	 painting	 used	 as	 a	 formal

device,	 it	 is	 always	central	 to	 the	 frame	and	contrasts	with	 the

often	 neutral	 blacks;	 greys	 and	 beiges	 colours	 around	 it	 or,	 in

one	case,	acts	as	a	counterpoint	 to	 the	yellow	placed	at	either

side.	

Pink	 therefore	 offers	 a	 contrast	 to	 the	 things	 around	 it,	 warm,

vibrant	and	bright	against	a	duller,	 darker	backdrop.	As	one	of

the	quotations	states:	

“My	mother	says	pink	lightens	her	mood	and	brings	happiness”

This	 quality	 was	 used	 by	 war	 poet	 Siegfried	 Sassoon	 in	 his

poem	‘In	 the	Pink’,	written	 in	1918	 in	which	the	 interior	 life	of	a

soldier,	 his	 memories	 of	 home,	 and	 of	 his	 sweetheart

summarised	 in	 the	 words	 ‘Tonight	 he’s	 in	 the	 pink’.	 Pink	 can

therefore	 offer	 fun	 and	 frivolity	 and	 is	 a	 symbol	 of	 love	 aptly

demonstrated	 in	 the	 image	 of	 the	 couple	 hugging	 to	 one

another.		



Ultimately	then	this	collection	of	phrases	and	street	photography

astutely	 captures	 the	 humour,	 nostalgia,	 frivolity	 and

stereotypical	culturally	constructed	notions	evoked	by	the	colour

pink	manifest	in	our	everyday	environment.		





To	my	mum	the	colour	pink	reminds	her	of	pink	blossom	on

the	tree,	it	also	makes	mum	feel	happy	and	smiley	and

pretty	and	confident	and	like	a	princess	in	a	floaty	dress.	





“My	mother	told	me	that	when	I	was	a	baby	she	dressed	me

in	blue	but	everyone	called	me	a	‘he’	so	she	dressed	me	in

pink	instead.	I	loved	pink	but	now	I	prefer	blue	





Nan	said	pink	is	girly	and	frilly,	my	mother	thinks	it	is	happy

and	joyful





My	mother	says	pink	lightens	her	mood	and	brings

happiness





Did	your	grandmother	remember	dressing	her	children	in

pink?	“Yes,	she	had	4	girls!”	





Pink	reminds	me	of	cupcakes	and	bubble	gum,	I	wore	a

pink	tutu	as	a	child	





My	Nan	said	that	pink	is	a	soft	feminine	colour	and	it	implies

gentleness	and	kindness	





Pink	reminds	me	of	cupcakes	and	bubble	gum,	I	wore	a

pink	tutu	as	a	child	





My	Nan	said	pink	reminds	her	of	happiness	as	it	is	a	very

affectionate	colour	





My	parents	said	pink	represents	happiness	to	them	





Pink	is	delicate	and	youthful	like	the	blush	of	summer	





My	favourite	colour	is	pink	my	room	is	pink	and	my

beanbag,	a	couple	of	toys,	and	teddies,	most	clothes	and

bows	and	hairbands	





Nanny	Lil	dressed	my	mummy	in	pink	and	white	and	Uncle

Steve	in	blue	and	white	





Pink	is	a	very	controversial	colour	as	light	pink	could

represent	calm	but	hot	pink	is	wild	and	fun	





I	like	the	colour	pink,	my	whole	room	is	pink	and	silver

glitter;	I	am	wearing	pink	whilst	writing	this!





My	mum	says	pink	to	her	means	happiness	her	childhood

and	her	favourite	animal…a	flamingo	





I	was	never	dressed	in	pink	as	a	baby	I	was	only	dressed	in

grey,	black	or	white…Grandad	





Mum	said	that	pink	instantly	makes	her	think	of	a	soft	pastel

colour	





Nan	says	pink	reminds	her	of	rosy	cheeks	





My	grandmother	said	pink	for	her	is	warm	and	rosy,	she

remembers	wearing	wore	pink	knitted	bonnets	and	mittens	





Nan	said	pink	was	for	girls	and	blue	was	for	boys,	she

never	saw	a	boy	wearing	pink	





Mum	said	pink	mean	bubbly	and	happy	and	sweet	as	it	was

my	favourite	colour	and	I	was	bubbly	happy	and	sweet	





My	grandparents	remember	wearing	pink	as	a	toddler	even

my	grandad	





Mum	thinks	pinks	is	for	sunrise	and	sunset,	Nan	remembers

not	just	pink	clothes	but	pink	sheets	too	





Pink	makes	me	think	of	tiny	baby	clothes





Pink	is	a	lively,	lovely,	happy,	joyous,	pretty,	luscious	and

beautiful	colour	in	fact	it	is	one	of	my	favourite	colours	





My	phone	is	rose	quartz	pink	and	matches	my	nails	and

hair	





My	mum	thinks	pink	is	the	colour	of	romance,	my	nan	loves

pink	flowers;	her	garden	is	full	of	them





Pink	food	always	tastes	better	somehow,	my	favourite	ice

cream	is	strawberry	flavour





My	bedroom	is	pink	I	had	pink	hair	for	a	while	too,	maybe	I

like	pink	too	much?	





In	summer	I	always	have	pink	nails	so	the	colour	reminds

me	of	sunshine	





Pink	brings	me	joy	as	it	was	the	colour	of	my	engagement

sari





My	mum	always	dressed	me	in	pink,	but	all	I	have	that	is

pink	now	is	my	pencil	case





My	nan	thinks	pink	is	for	babies	and	toddlers	she	said	she

would	never	wear	pink	now!





Talking	Pink	was	shown	summer	2020	at	the	Gallery	on	the

Green,	 Settle.	 It	 was	 a	 co-authored	 exhibition	 created	 by

Paul	Rogers	and	Alison	Medd		it	 investigated	and	explored

narratives,	dialogues		and	images	based	around	the	colour

PINK.	



Paul	 Rogers	 was	 Associate	 Head	 of	 the	 School	 of	 Art	 and

Design	 and	 a	 Principal	 Lecturer	 in	 Applied	 Photography	 at

Blackpool	and	the	Fylde	College.	He	has	exhibited	previously	in

the	Gallery	on	the	Green	and	in	local	and	national	venues	in	the

U.K.	and	the	U.S.A..

The	photographic	images	are	collected	'street	photography'	and

complement	 and	 balance	 Alison's	 eclectic,	 investigative

approach	 to	 the	colour	pink.	A.C.	Grayling	says,	 'the	history	of

collecting	 illuminates	 something	 striking:	 the	 human	 mind's

unquenchable	curiosity,	and	its	love	for	the	wonder	of	the	world'

-	 in	 this	 case	 PINK.	 The	 'images'	 are	 what	 most	 street

photography	 is	 about:	 collecting,	 creating	 or	 snapping	 the

strange	 and	 mundane;	 questioning	 and	 encouraging	 thinking

about	 things	we	 didn't	 know	 or	 hadn't	 seriously	 thought	 about.

This	 is	 all	 put	 into	 perspective	 with	 Magidson's	 song	 lyrics	 -

'Enjoy	 yourself	 while	 you're	 still	 in	 the	 pink'	 and	 Elizabeth

Taylor's	iconic	observation	about	'falling	off	my	pink	cloud	with	a

thud’.	



Alison	 Medd	 is	 an	 artist,	 mother,	 educator,	 researcher,

collaborator,	psychogeographer.	The	 line	between	process

and	materials	used	is	both	physical	and	metaphorical.	I	am

constantly	 responding	 to	 the	 landscape,	 which	 changes

quietly	 alongside	 my	 viewpoint.	 I	 am	 a	 multidisciplinary

artist	working	in	London.	I	use	a	range	of	different	media	to

express	my	relationship	with	my	surroundings.

Recent	 exhibitions	 include	 rhizoMAATic14	 including	 -	 288

NXRd,	 rhizoMAATic14	Graduate	Show’(August	2014);	310

NXRd,	‘Say	What?’	(March	2015);	The	Mali	Salon,	Museum

of	Modern	



I	sought	to	interact	with	the	photography,	providing	a

contrasting	emphasis	and	vitality	to	the	exhibition	in	its

enquiry	around	the	subject.	The	stories,	collected	from

children	and	their	families,	are	explored,	with	their	words

making	the	colour	exist	on	an	invisible	space.	Dialogue	is	a

contraction	from	the	Greek	words	for	'through'	and	'words'.

Today	children	catalogue	and	categorise	the	everyday

through	a	visual	frame.	Emojis	and	'likes'	replace	the

human	response;	what	is	read	frequently	loses	necessary

intonation	but	what	is	spoken	can	be	passed	down	through

generations.	Scientist	David	Bohm	considers	dialogue	as	a

kind	of	creative	catalyst	for	a	group,	so	this	project

TALKING	PINK	aims	to	trigger	an	intergenerational

discourse	on	what	the	colour	pink	means	to	them	and	their

families.	As	children's	author	Lois	Lowry	said,	‘memories

need	to	be	shared’.	
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